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By Sue Pierman 

Imagine transforming a 
dark, windowless 300,000-
square-foot Menomonee 
Falls warehouse into a 
colorful, environmentally 
friendly, light-filled 
workplace for 1,650 people 
— and you have the Kohl’s 
Innovation Center. 

“It provided the opportunity 
for Kohl’s to expand near 
our existing headquarters 
building and create a best-in-class work environment for our associates on one corporate 
campus,” said Mark Griepentrog, Kohl’s Corp. senior vice president for property development. 

Kohl’s Corp. associates from several departments previously were spread out across multiple 
locations near the main corporate building. 

“The new space encourages collaboration in an updated environment with plenty of natural 
sunlight, ample parking and site amenities including on-site food service and catering,” 
Griepentrog said. 

Among the project’s environmental features: 

• Three large sun-tracking solar “trees” that can produce more than 67,000 kilowatt-hours of 
energy annually and provide covered parking for eight stalls each; 

• Electric vehicle (EV) charging stations installed with the solar trees to provide free EV charging 
for associates; 

• An under-floor HVAC system that allows associates to adjust temperature settings at individual 
work stations; 
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• Print-to-cloud technology and community waste stations; 

• Natural daylight provided by clerestories and multiple windows; and 

• Interior LED light fixtures that adjust via sensors depending on the amount of light coming into 
the space. 

The building is functional, with five colorful, two-story mezzanines that foster interaction and 
assist in navigation. 

That’s not to say that the project didn’t come with challenges due to relocating more than 1,600 
employees. 

“Working with the customer and local inspectors, we were able to develop and execute a 
staggered move-in plan to allow relocation out of the various leased office spaces into the new 
facility and not require any extensions,” said Jeff Maples, senior project manager for Mortenson 
Construction. 

Using an existing structure also was a challenge. 

“Converting a warehouse facility into a world-class office space created challenges for the 
project team given the amount of structural modifications required,” Maples said. 

Ted Caloger, of MG2, principal architect in charge of the project, said size also was a factor. 

It meant transforming a warehouse that “was the equivalent of five football fields, with no 
windows” into a workplace that had a lot of natural light. 

The challenges were worth the effort, however, and Caloger said feedback about the work 
environment was positive. 

“It’s a place I’d like to work,” he added. 

PROJECT CREDITS 
• OWNER/DEVELOPER: Kohl’s Corp. 
• GENERAL CONTRACTOR: Mortenson Construction 
• ARCHITECT: MG2 Corp. 
• ENGINEER: Hargis Engineers Inc. 
• COMPLETION: May 2015 
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